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Designed to survive in early childhood settings, this creativity program makes it easy 
for a child to scribble with a set of virtual crayons. We like how the crayons are displayed in
a way that a child can understand. A text window on the screen bottom is available for 
adding a child's language to the picture -- either the child can type, or could dictate to a 
teacher. Other icons let a child save their work, print, or add transitions between each slide.
Work can be instantly converted to Flash base slide shows, for sharing online. It is also 
possible to add sound effects to each picture. Teachers, take note of this program as a 
quality computer creativity experience.

Details: 2Simple USA Inc., www.2simpleusa.com, 989-835-3526, $29.99, for ages 4-up.
Runs on Win 98, Win XP. Teaches: creativity, drawing, art. Rating (1 to 5 stars) = 4.4 stars. 
Review date: 3/17/2006.
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Design Features

Good Value

This dancing kit for computers (the only we know of for the Mac) includes a standard
quality vinyl dance pad that plugs, by way of a USB cable. It is designed to offer a Christian
alternative to mainstream dancing programs, like Konami's Dance Dance Revolution (or 
DDR) which comes with TEEN rated lyrics.

After the software is installed, and the pad is plugged in and recognized by your 
computer, the music starts. These consist of 50 hard-driving rock tunes, with lyrics that 
show up on the screen as you dance.  Each tune has three dance challenges.  It helps that the
pad layout is exactly the same as the DDR PlayStation pad, so things are familiar.  A two-
player mode is available, although just one dance pad is included.

There is an easy level, that elementary children will have no problem using. 
Installation was glitch-free -- we just plugged the mat into our Windows XP computer (we 
didn't try the Mac) and it worked the first time. The religion part is delivered by way of the
music from artists that include ZOEgirl and Bleach. As the music plays, the lyrics are 
displayed on the screen to reinforce Christian messages, along with visual dance steps, 
which rain down the screen. There are four play modes -- Dance Mode, a basic game that 
scores the dancer's performance;  Arcade Mode, with scoring and games;  Exercise Mode, to
provide a workout for either kids or adults; and ShadowDance Mode, where a dancer can 
choreograph steps in real time.  It would work great on a big screen projector with a good 
sound system. High scores are saved.

Details: Digital Praise, Inc., www.DigitalPraise.com, 510-770-0244, $49.95, for ages 6-
up. Runs on Windows 98, Windows XP, Mac OSX. Teaches: dancing, strategy, physical 
fitness. Rating (1 to 5 stars) = 4.7 stars. Review date: 3/17/2006.

Dance Praise 8
10
10
9
10

ESRB Rating: Everyone

94%Ease of Use
Educational
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