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CT R ALERT Alert Format: Toys, Leapster, V.Smile or TV Games

Note: These may be advance reviews and are not for quotation.

Children’s Technology Review's Electronic Supplement Ratings and copy may change. If you spot an error, let us know.

We wanted you to be the first to know about the following product(s):

V.Smile Art Studio

The role of the TV screen continues to expand, with this large, $30 battery
operated children's drawing tablet. The device, designed to work with the VV.Smile
TV Learning System (sold separately for $50)also includes one software
"smartridge."” Plug everything in and presto, the TV screen turns into a large blank
easel surrounded by 15 color selections plus icons for all the basic drawing
functions like erase, fill, stamps, cut and paste. The tethered stylus feels clunky,
combining both a pressure point with a magnetic tip that makes it possible to
select/unselect screen items, which is required for playing the puzzles. There are
also direction keys, and a large ENTER button, giving children several ways to do
the same thing. Children are also helped by the verbal labels which are provided by
simply moving the cursor over any screen item. As many as five pictures can be
saved or turned into a simple screen saver. Other content includes 120 stamps, an
assortment of background patterns, and a set of very basic tutorials that introduce
the idea of lines, colors, simple and complex shapes. While the resolution is crude
(this ain't PhotoShop), this device gets children creating screen content rather than
just watching it. Available only at Toys R Us. Runs on 4 AA batteries.

Details: VTech Electronics North America, http://www.vtechkids.com, $29.99,
for ages 5-up. Runs on TV based Game (4 AA batteries). Teaches: Art/Creativity,
drawing, mixing colors, fine motor, spatial reasoning, classifying, patterns. Rating
(1 to 5 stars) = 4.2 stars. Review date: 2/22/2006
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CTR ALERTS are electronic reports provided to subscribers of Children's Technology Review in the following formats:
Windows, Macintosh, Schools, Nintendo (GC, GBA & DS) and Sony (PlayStation and PSP)

For corrections, please contact:

Circulation: Tracey Lyons (tracey@childrenssoftware.com)
Editorial: Warren Buckleitner, Ph.D. (warren@childrenssoftware.com)
Please do not forward. This report has been prepared for one registered subscriber.

© 2006, Active Learning Associates, Inc.

Active Learning Associates, Inc » 120 Main Street « Flemington, NJ 08822 « Phone: 908-284-0404



