Backyard Football
(GameBoy Advance)
Matthew, age 7

Played for 5 hours

CSR Rating: 3.0

“Didn’t like practices.
Though it was confusing to
figure out how to play.
Liked that you could fly and
do a power boost (Shake the
ground).”

Tester Rating: 3.0

Would you buy it? Maybe

Fisher-Price Baby
Smartronics Speak & Teach
Phone

Anonymous, age 11 months
“The buttons were nice and
bright and easy to press. The
moving mouth is cute and
the music played was nice.
It was quite appealing to
look at. The cord for the
receiver was too short. I
realize it has to be for safety
purposes but perhaps there
is a way to attach the receiv-
er. My daughter kept trying
to put it to her ear and the
phone got in the way. The
phone often says “Bye -Bye”
even when it does not seem
appropriate. The music bar
was not discovered by my
daughter - it is low on the
phone and not easily dis-
cernible. At $14.95 it is a
good buy.”
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Mary Kate & Ashley Sweet
Sixteen (Game Cube)
Kaitlin, age 12

Played for “two days”

CSR Rating: 3.7

“Kaitlin thought you actual-
ly got to go through driving
school and drive around and
pick up your friends and go
to the mall, but the comput-
er did everything. The mini
games were fun.”

Tester Rating: 3.0

Sarah, age 11

Played for 1/2 hour

“You're supposed to get
friends to come to a sweet
16 party. You don’t get to
steer the car to the different
locations. I don’t get any of
it. I didn’t want to play any-
more.”

Phonics Tiles (Smart Toy)
Alyson, age 4

Played for 5 hours

CSR Rating 4.3

“The product was excellent
with the tile utilization for
phonics sounds and words
that start with the tiles.
Alyson had a lot of fun with
the game. The product
would become boring when
they ran it a few times
because each title only had
one response. The game
could increase its usability if
the user could purchase
additional tiles. This product
is great for a 3-4 year old but
has a short life span.”

Tester Rating: 5.0

Would you buy it? Yes

Rocket Power Beach
Bandits (GameCube)

Matt, age 7

Played every day for testing
period

CSR Rating: 4.3

“I liked that you could
skateboard or roller blade. It
is really fun to play two
player. I also liked that you
could change players. The
shooting game is hard to
beat. Everybody would love
it!”

Tester Rating: 4.5

Would you buy it? Yes

Sonic Advance (Game Boy
Advance)

Matt, age 7

Played “everyday”

CSR Rating: 4.4

“I loved everything. I liked
that you could fly and kick;
become invisible, and collect
and become bubbles.”
Tester Rating: 5.0

Would you buy it? Yes

Street Hoops (GameCube,
PS2, Xbox)

Mike, age 13

Played for 6 hours

CSR Rating: 4.5

“I like how they had my
favorite streetball legends
and I like the jewelry and
clothes you can buy. I wasn’t
too happy with the graphics
although the game was
good. It is a great game, I
would vote it sports game of
the year.”

Tester Rating: 4.5

Would you buy it? Yes

Tetris Worlds (GameCube)
David, age 11

Played for 3 hours

CSR Rating: 4.4

“I liked all the new versions
of Tetris. I did not like the
speed the shapes fell at. It is
a great game with excellent
graphics.”

Tester Rating: 4.0

Would you buy it? Yes

A selection of the tester reviews since our last issue. Ratings range

Testers For This
Issue

Thanks to the following families
and classrooms from New Jersey
and Michigan who reviewed
products for this issue.

Lauren Aldrich, 4; Dana Andrews,
10; Jessica Andrews, 12; Alison
Arbach, 4; The Blickenderfers;
Christian Bollin, 10; Jenna
Buckleitner, 7; Sarah Buckleitner,
10; M Burton, 30; Ian Bydalek, 3;
Addie Bydalek, 6; Jamie
Colasurdo, 11; Matt Collins, 7;
Caitlyn Collins, 11; Steven Crew,
6; Shawn Dagg, 14; Erin Dagg, 13;
Danielle Demers, 10; Nicholas
Demers, 6; Justin Dempsey, age
10; Schuyler Dugle, 8; Cassidy
Durkee, 3; Scott Evans, 11; Lauren
Fiorilla, 11; Sloane Forbush, 8;
Zachary Forbush, 6; Michael
Francavilla, 9; Nicole Francavilla,
7; Jordan Fusco, 7; Morgan Fusco,
5; Nicholas Gerhartz, 5; Aaron
Gervasio, 2; Frank Gradl, 9; Tyler
Gradl, 4; Molly Grad], 2; Paige
Grettenberger, 9; Anna
Grettenberger, 7; Bryan Herlihy,
13; Laura Henry, 8; Erin Hilgen, 7;
Curtis Hill, 5; Jarrett Hill 10; Steve
Hollander, 12; James Hollander,
12; Rachel Hughes, 6; Jimmy Klein
(8); Michele Kurowicki, 15; Tess
Lindsey, 5; Austin Lyons, 10;
Connor Lyons, 8; Owen Lyons, 4;
Brigitte Mania, 7; Jillian Orr, 14;
Kelsey Orr, 12; T.J. Orr, 7; James
Mania, 1; Brigitte Mania, 5; Paul
Mania, 7; David Marks, 8; Taylor
Meacham, age 9; Adam Noboa,
16; Alex Noboa, 11; Billy O’Neil
14; Tyler Parker, 10; Tori Pinello, 8;
Diana Pinello, 5; Elisabeth Rosetti,
16; Lauren Ross, 10; A.J. Ross, 8;
Mehyar Sadri, 13; Alex Schlicklin,
13; Taylor Schlicklin, 8; Andy
Semanchik, 15; Kasey Semanchik,
13; Kristen Semanchik, 10; Mike
Semanchik, 7; David Sheneman,
12; Matthew Sheneman, 10; Sarah
Sokoloski, 5; Zak Sokoloski, 9;
Andrew Sheneman, 6; Kira Sirois,
9; Greg Stambach, 9; Lauren
Stover, 7; Trudy Suleiman, 39,
Andrea Stess, 7; David Stess, 10;
Daniel Swartz, 11, Caitlin
Tarantiles, 10; Cobi Tarantiles, 7;
Jamie Tarantiles, 3; Miles Ward, 5;
Abby Westlein, 3; Alex Westlein, 5;
Tim Wolock, 11; Alison Wolock,
15; Jeff Yankowski, 14; Kelly
Yankowski, 11.

Many thanks also to Leah Stroebl
at Desmares Elementary School,
Doreen Raksvagg, Daycroft
Montessori and Suzanne Ivans of
the Stockton Schools. Thanks
also to intern Matt Ivans, Rosie
the dog, and Apple, Microsoft,
and Sony for the test equipment
used for this issue.




